PREFACE
thesis of Natural Selection, had made the remark that the followers of the hypothesis being brought more and more to deny all purpose in evolution, scientific recognition could be granted to the hypothesis only if it recognised an universal tendency towards reaching a certain purpose. To which Weismann after having quoted these words with approval, as also those of Hartsmann, who considered Darwinian evolutions as " a mad chaos of stupid and capricious forces,'' added that it was necessary indeed " to combine in a theory of evolution the teleological principle with a mechanical conception (sic execution j5)." Formerly it was thought impossible. Now he was going to prove that it was unavoidable.
<c Baer," he wrote, " is right, for the phenomena of
o
organic and inorganic nature cannot possibly be conceived as a work of accident. They can be conceived only as a process directed in accordance with a certain great plan. And he came to this conclusion : we must not hesitate to recognise the existence of a force acting with a purpose, only we must not represent it as directly interfering in the mechanism of the universe ; we must conceive it rather behind the mechanism as a final cause. . . .
" Why should we not return to the idea of matter endowed with soul ?"
It is exactly this World Soul and its plan which science is seeking that I explain in this book, only "
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